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THINGS TO DO

WHEELS

Hundreds of motoreveles will again
sitlier at The Home Depot in Cran-

rey tomorrow for the annual Ride
for Bids, which raises money to fight
brain tumors inchikdren. Begistration
rutis from 7 to 8:45 a.m., an
motorevcles go on a police-escorted
ride. Riders pledge at least $35 1o
participate in the day, which inclides
prizes, food and other fun. Informa-
tion; Allen Hughes at 1-800-253-6330 or
Rill Henze at 1-814-425:1327,

then the

& gallery full of colo

fiul, mechamed umbrellas are the pe

i otk

rformears in & sound work, "Ecole d'aviation™ {“Flying School”), by

KIDS

Kenmywond's apen. The West
ML smnsenwent park stars
itz season wday with a new at:
traction, Garfield’s Nightmare,
The cartoon cat takes up resk
dence in the former O MilL If
voul miss today's opening, you
won't have amnother chance
until mext weekend. The park
begins daily operations May
14. Information: 412-461-0500 or
wrw ey woddd coan.

Canadian artist Diane Landry. They appear in the exhibition “hi-tech/lo-tech (sight + sound from Quebec)” at Wood Slreat

Galleries, Downtown.

ART REVIEW

Dreams not as simple as they seem

By Mary Thomas
Pitlsnurgh Post Gazetie

Ty step into a dream during
daylight hours, visit “hitech/
lodech isight + sound (rom
Guebec)” at Wood Street Galler-
fes, Downtown. You have your

choice of four.
Diane Landry's  “Ecole
daviation” (“Flving School™)

is @ place of surreal beauty. In
a darkened gallery, a bevy af
colorful, mechanized umbrellas
softly open and close as they're
randomly it from below.

The slight flutter they give,
the plaintiff accordion-like sigh
emitted by the bellows at their
bazes and the shifting shadows
they cast upon the celling create
a mesmerizing atmosphere of
reflection and menmary.

In the adjcent gallery,
sprawling “Species: But™ by
Jean-Pierre Gauthier is light.
airy and invitlng. A fanciful
found-object construciion with
a Rube Goldberg quality, it’s
activated when motlon detectors
senee somenne walking between
the dips and loops of s alumi
num tube framing.

Sounds such as that of a metal
5"'“; fapping a turning glass
bentle are picked up by small mi-
crophones and relayed to speak-
ers, which in turn may canse an

adjacent object — a galvanized
tin bucket for example: — 1o
emit its own rumble. As more
sources join in, a clamor 15 cre-
ated before the sound drops off
level by level, much in the way
it happens in the frog ponds that
inspired Gauthier, though in an
opposite order of vohame.

The messy janitorial cart of
Gauthier's “Le grand menage”
(“The grand housekeeping”).
a component of a larger instal-
lation exhibited in 2000, could
salivize compulsiveness  or
syimbolize dissolution of duty. Or
maybe, with its twirling brush
and nozing soap bubbles, it's just
having fun.

“Ondulation,” a contempla:
tion-inducing work by Flumbing
for beginners that they describe
ps “a composition for water,
sound and light,” is a remark:
able conceit. Occupying most
of thie gallery is a low rectangu:
lar waterfilled structure. the
surface of which changes from
serene and glassy to rippling or
agitated in response to sound
waves fied info the reservalr

Lasers and theater lighting
shine across the water’s surface
and are reflected uposn the room's
walls in patterns that cornespond
ta the tones emitted. The sound
becomes not only visibe bt
magical, as ethereal mountains

of light rise and then dissipate
i rapidly moving mistlike Mows
that resemble liguid nitrogen
sireaming across o (oo,

Plumbing fior beginners 15 a
collaboration between Finnish
artist Mikko Hynninen and [The
User], the group that presented
“Syvmphony for dot matrix print
ers” at Wood Street and, more
recently, brought the Silophomne
project to SPACE gallery.

Each of these artworks com-
hine commonplace materials
with sophizticated computer pro-
gramming, hence the title of the
exhibition. The show is part of
The Pittsburgh Cultwral Trust’s
Guebec Festival, complementing
a season of significant program-
ming that's energlzed Downtown
and introduced new ways of ex-
periencing and thinking.

The  exhibifion  condinues
through May 15 af 60 Wood 51,
Dowrtoten.  Howrs are 1 a.m.
to & pont. Twesdays and Wednes-
days, 1 an. fo 7 g, Tharsdays
ehrowgh Seiurdays, For informa-
fiaer, eall 412-471-5613,

Cloud Harp

“The Cloud Harp," by Cana-
dian artist Nicolas Hesves, a
“metec-musical”  installation
that responds (o passing clouds,
hias boen getting a workout since
its Aprilarrival, Part of the Ghee-

bec Festival, it's at the corner
or Penn Avenue and Seventh
Streoet, Downtowmn, through June
I3. Tip: For the best experience,
walk around back, away from
streot potse, and check it out duar-
ing different weather conditions.

SPACE curator

Sharmila Venkatasubban has
been named the assistant cura-
tor of the pew Pittsburgh Cul
tural Trust gallery. SPACE, at
A12 Liberty Avenue, Downtown.
She'll work with Wood Strest
Galleries curator Murray Hornie
to arganizeexhibitions. & natlve
of Florida, Venkatasubban has
been arts editor for In Pittsburgh
and Pittsburgh City Paper and 15
completing a master's degree in
cultural studies ar Carnegie Mel-
lom Uinmiversiiy,

The Ties That Bind"

At 1 pm. iolay at the Pitts.
burgh Center for the Arts
Shadyside, artists Mary Weldner
texhibiting), Tina Brower, Con-
nie Serrimaen and Jill MacKay
will give slide-illustrated talks
on the theme of funily dynamics
fin theedr waork (free; 412-361-0873).
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